
A CAUSE
FOR
GOOD
BECAUSE
OF
YOU
LEARN MORE
gwrymca.org/capital-campaign

The O’Fallon YMCA has responded
to the changing needs of our
community for more than 20 years.
With increasing demand for
affordable, quality childcare in our
area, the Y is stepping up to meet
that gthat growing need. As the leader
in childcare services, the Y is
uniquely positioned to provide the
spaces and programming essential
for ALL children in our community.

https://gwrymca.org/locations/ofallon-illinois-ymca
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Most high school students 
are funneled into two- or 
four-year universities. 
Little thought is given 
to other paths toward 
adulthood, and schools 
and parents often fail 
to present alternative 
options.
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Our 24th Annual Golf  
Tournament is September 
14, 2021.  See who our 
sponsors are and how you can 
particpate!  

Page  14

Community news, events 
and updates at your 

fingertips. The VFW, our 
Military Affairs Committee  

and O'Fallon Fire Rescue 
are featured on

Pages 9 &  10

O’FALLON-SHILOH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Why we should advocate for pursuing trade school 
just as vocally as we praise the college-bound
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O’Fallon-Shiloh Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 371
116 E. First Street
O’Fallon, IL 62269
www.OFallonChamber.com
Services: Maps: First one is free, each additional is $1

Getting your name out
Newsletter Sponsor - $100
Featured Business Ad - $75
Full Page Ad - $50 | 1/2 Page Ad - $35
1/4 Page Ad - $25
Click for more details 

Follow us on Social Media!

W E L C O M E

N E W  M E M B E R S
Studio Strong
Doreen Warfield
629 W, Highway 50 Apt 2
OFallon, IL 62269
618-699-4969
studiostrongfit@gmail.com
www.studiostrong.fit
(Personal Training)

A Calming Place
Sarah Mossa, LCPC, LPC, NCC
Shiloh, IL 62269
618-589-3799
Acalmingplace@yahoo.com
www.acalmingplace.com
(Health Services) (Therapy)

Have you HEARD?

Hosted by Jessica Lotz, Leadership & Development Coordinator at the O'Fallon-Shiloh Chamber and 
Nick Miller, Owner/Publisher of the O'Fallon Weekly.

New episodes release every Friday morning and in the short episodes, we give you a snapshot into 
what's happening right now in O'Fallon-Shiloh.

Subscribe to The 618 Now on Apple, Spotify, TuneIn, Pandora, Podbean or wherever you 
listen to podcasts!

The chamber has a Podcast!

https://ofallonchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Marketing-Guide-2020.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/company/o%27fallon---shiloh-chamber-of-commerce
https://www.facebook.com/ofallonshilohchamber/
https://twitter.com/OFS_CoC
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YOUR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE STAFF
Debbie Arell-Martinez - E-mail
Executive Director

Doris Obernuefemann - E-mail
Assistant Director

Chamber Tracks is our monthly newsletter and 
comes out the first week of each month. The deadline 
for submitting your information for this publication 
is the 25th of the month preceding publication. 
We have gone “green” and post the newsletter 
electronically to the website.  An e-mail goes out to 
all members advising them that the 
n e w s l e t t e r  i s  a va i l a b l e  f o r  v i e w i n g  a t 
OFallonChamber.com/news.html.  

Print copies are available in the Chamber office upon 
request.

Melissa Federhofer - E-mail
Communications Manager

Jessica Lotz - E-mail
Leadership & Development 
Coordinator

Johnnie Hodges - E-mail
Membership Coordinator

T H A N K  Y O U

STAR INVESTORS

Advertiser Press, LLC
Allstate Insurance- Jessica Harrison
Back Spin Golf
Caritas Family Solutions
Christina Midkiff MD SC
Joe’s Place Caring Cottage
KW Marquee -Barry Schulhofer
Nothing Bundt Cakes

*US Bank
*Auffenberg Dealer Group
*Bank of Belleville
*Catholic & Community Credit Union
*Scott Credit Union
*Together Credit Union

M E M B E R  R E N E W A L S

Payroll Central, Inc.
Rotary Club of St. Clair County Sunset
SIUE Educational Outreach
Syberg’s Restaurant
Telecom Direct
Terra Vetta

Advertise with the 
O'Fallon Weekly and the Chamber!

Did you know the Chamber has it's own 2-page spread 
in the O'Fallon Weekly Newspaper every month?  

Here's your chance to get your business noticed in the 
paper!  You can purchase a business card size ad, a 
double or a triple, starting at $29 a month! 

Email Melissa for more information!
communications@OFallonChamber.com

mailto:director%40ofallonchamber.com?subject=
mailto:chamber%40ofallonchamber.com?subject=
mailto:communications%40ofallonchamber.com?subject=
mailto:events%40ofallonchamber.com?subject=
mailto:membership%40ofallonchamber.com?subject=
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M E M B E R  N E W S
FORBES NAMES SCOTT CREDIT UNION 
AMONG TOP FOUR CREDIT UNIONS IN 
ILLINOIS

Scott Credit Union was recently 
named one of the top credit unions 
in the State of Illinois in a Forbes 
best-in-state ranking for 2021.

Forbes, in partnership with market research firm 
Statista, ranked Scott Credit Union fourth in the state 
based on surveys of credit union members on their 
overall satisfaction. The survey also measured trust, 
terms and conditions, branch services, digital services, 
and financial advice.

“We’re very pleased to have been named one of this 
year’s best credit unions in Illinois,” said Frank Padak, 
President & CEO of Scott Credit Union. “This is the 
third time we’ve been awarded this distinction. We owe 
this honor to the employees of SCU. Their dedication to 
providing the best possible service for our members—
especially during the challenges of the pandemic—is 
appreciated beyond words.”

Statista surveyed nearly 25,000 consumers throughout 
the country for their opinions on their current and 
former relationships with financial institutions. Of the 
more than 5,000 credit unions nationwide, only 3.6% 
made Forbes’s best-in-state lists.

“Scott Credit Union is always striving to improve our 
member experience,” said Padak. “This ranking tells 
us we are on the right track.”

Scott Credit Union is a not-for-profit financial 
cooperative. When someone opens an account at the 
credit union, they become a member and an owner. 
Because of its structure, Scott Credit Union has given 
back nearly $13 million to members through a bonus 
dividend and loan interest rebate over the past 13 
years.

“Credit unions are run by members, for members,” 
Padak added. “Because of our cooperative structure, 
we pay more on our members’ savings, charge less 
when they need to borrow and keep fees low.”

Scott Credit Union currently has 20 area locations: 
Affton, MO; Ballpark Village in St. Louis, MO; 
Belleville, IL (two branches); Collinsville, IL; Columbia, 
IL; Crestwood, MO; Edwardsville, IL (two branches); 

Fairview Heights, IL; Ferguson, MO; Highland, IL; 
Ladue, MO; Lebanon, IL; Mascoutah, IL; O’Fallon, IL; 
Troy, IL; Scott Air Force Base in Illinois; Waterloo, IL; 
and Wood River, IL.

For details on opening accounts at Scott Credit Union, 
visit www.scu.org.

GCS CREDIT UNION CELEBRATES 80 YEARS

GCS Credit Union was recently 
presented with a Mayoral 
Proclamation from Mayor Mike 
Parkinson of Granite City, Illinois. 
Mayor Parkinson, Alderman 

Harrington, and City staff participated in GCS Credit 
Union’s Member Appreciation Day, celebrating 80 
years of service to Granite City and the surrounding 
communities. Participants enjoyed a free hot dog, 
chips, and drink from GCS, thanking membership 
for their continued loyalty. Mayor Parkinson said, 
“GCS Credit Union is a trusted institution in our city, 
a well-run organization that we’re happy to have. 
They have done a lot of good things for the citizens 
of Granite City, assisting them with their financial 
needs.” Keith Burton, GCS Credit Union President 
and CEO, stated, “It is truly an honor to be recognized 
by Mayor Parkinson and the City of Granite City. We 
are proud of our 80 years of service and are passionate 
about our mission of people helping people. Our long 
history and heritage are something that we all cherish. 
The success of GCS is a direct result of the loyalty of 
our members along with the efforts of our volunteers 
and employees, past and present. We thank them all 
for their contributions and support.” To find out more 
about GCS Credit Union, visit myGCScu.com.

HOLLAND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
WORKING ON MIDAMERICA ST. LOUIS 
AIRPORT TERMINAL EXPANSION

Holland has begun 
work on the $30 million 
MidAmerica St. Louis 
Airport Terminal 

expansion. The 41,000 square-foot expansion includes 
the addition of two gates and jet-bridges, three TSA 
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passenger screening lanes, renovated restrooms with 
updated ADA features, and upgraded concession 
facilities.

MidAmerica St. Louis Airport is owned and operated 
by the St. Clair County Public Building Commission. 
Airport passengers have grown from 63,000 in 2015 to 
300,000 in 2019, making MidAmerica the sixth busiest 
passenger terminal in Illinois. All improvements are 
being driven by the double-digit growth in passenger 
travel, as well as airline expansion and new city-pairs.

Visit www.hollandcs.com to learn more about all of 
Holland’s projects. Or for more information on how 
we can help with your next project, contact Scott 
Schanuel, Senior Director of Business Development, 
at (618) 277-8870 or sschanuel@hollandcs.com.

GCS DONATES OVER $30,000 TO VETERANS

FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS, IL – With the 
help of over 30 sponsors and 128 
golfers, GCS Credit Union raised 
$30,074 during their Fifth Annual Tee 
Up Fore Veterans Golf Tournament. 

The money raised during this event at Stonewolf 
Golf Club in Fairview Heights was donated to the 
Greater St. Louis Honor Flight and 2x4’s for Hope – 
Madison County. The Greater St. Louis Honor Flight 
received $25,000 of the tournament proceeds. This 
donation will sponsor an entire flight of veterans on 
a one day, all-expenses paid trip to Washington, D.C. 
to visit the memorials that were built in their honor. 
The Greater St. Louis Honor Flight announced that 
they will be dedicating their first flight of 2021 to GCS 
Credit Union’s former Board Director, Bert Enfield. 
For more details about the Greater St. Louis Honor 
Flight please visit gslhonorflight.org. New this year, 
GCS Credit Union wanted to share the love and give a 
portion of the proceeds to an additional worthy cause 
that supports veterans. 2x4’s for Hope – Madison 
County received $5,074 of the tournament proceeds. 
2x4’s for Hope is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
that has teamed up with the City of Madison, Illinois 
to build tiny homes for homeless or at risk veterans. 
2x4’s for Hope – Madison County is expecting to have 
two more builds in 2021 and another two builds in 
2022. For more information about 2x4’s for Hope 
please visit 2x4forhope.org. Keith Burton, GCS Credit 
Union President and CEO, stated, “This is the perfect 
example of the credit union philosophy of people 
helping people. Thank you to everyone who has made 
it possible to raise more than $150,000 for veterans 
over the last five years.” To find out more about GCS 
Credit Union, visit myGCScu.com.

HSHS MEDICAL GROUP AWARDS 
PROVIDER OF THE MONTH TO 
CHRISTOPHER SUTTON, DO

H S H S 
M e d i c a l 
Group is 
p l e a s e d 
to award 

Christopher Sutton, DO, with our July 
Provider of the Month Award. Dr. Sutton is 
a pulmonary medicine physician for HSHS 
Medical Group Multispecialty Care - St. 
Elizabeth’s in O’Fallon, Illinois.
 
The Provider of the Month is chosen from 
nominations submitted by fellow HSHS 
Medical Group team members. “Dr. Sutton 
always makes sure his patients are taken 
care of,” his nominator said. “He shows 
compassion and care when it comes to 
treating all his patients. He takes time to make 
sure everyone feels comfortable and explains 
things in a way that is easy to understand. 
Patients love him and cannot say enough 
good things about him!”
 
Dr. Sutton’s favorite part of the job is working with 
exceptional colleagues to care for patients and make 
a positive impact in their lives. “I always put myself 
in the patients’ shoes,” he said. “I strive to truly 
understand my patients’ goals and wishes, which 
gives me perspective on how to best approach their 
care in a holistic manner. I try to be always respectful of 
my patients’ wishes. I feel that through educating my 
patients about their disease, and engaging in shared 
decision making when needed, we can navigate 
complex medical issues and decisions. I am always 
mindful of my patients’ quality of life and how to best 
optimize this.”
 
When Dr. Sutton isn’t helping his patients, he enjoys 
spending time with his wife Angela, their children 
Nora and Antonio and dog Benny. He is also a 
musician and enjoys playing the drums and singing.

M
EM

BER NEW
S

Find more Member 
News on our website:

OFallonChamber.comOFallonChamber.com

http://ofallonchamber.chambermaster.com/news


H E A LT H C A R E  &  W E L L N E S S

Myth: Older adults must eat three “proper meals” a day.
• Fact: Caloric needs vary from person to person. 

Eating three full meals a day can sometimes be a 
struggle for seniors who experience a loss of appetite 
or find cooking time consuming. Pre-packaged meals 
or convenience dishes such as frozen vegetables 
can often do the trick. If three meals are too many, 
consider swapping them for five or six healthy snacks 
throughout the day.

Myth: All hydration needs to come from fluids.
• Fact: Staying hydrated is vital for health, but some 

seniors can struggle to get the appropriate amount 
of water. While water is the best source of hydration, 
consuming water-rich foods like watermelon, lettuce, 
peaches, tomatoes, or strawberries can be a great 
supplement.

Myth: Supplements are sufficient on their own.
• Fact: Dietary supplements are often seen as a quick 

way to get your daily vitamins and minerals in, but 
the best way to receive nutrients is through the food 
we eat. If you have difficulty eating a variety of food, 
talk with your doctor about the best approach for you.

Myth: Low-sodium or low-fat diets are better for everyone. 
• Fact: Despite popular beliefs, a low-fat diet or low-

sodium diet isn’t always the best. Unless you have 
certain health conditions, such as high blood pressure, 
eliminating salt can make food unappetizing and lead 
to missed meals. Meanwhile, fat is an important source 
of calories and something that’s especially important 
for older adults who struggle to keep weight on. It’s 
all about moderation. Before making any extreme 
changes to your diet, consult your physician.

Myth: Older adults don’t need as much protein as younger 
generations. 

• Fact: Older adults need more protein than adults under 
the age of 65. Proteins — lean meats, poultry, fish 
and eggs — should form the center of a meal. The 
food group is vital to keeping your bones and organs 
healthy, as well as your immune system functioning 
well.

Myth: We don’t need to worry about nutrition in our later 
years. 

• Fact: A healthy lifestyle should be pursued at every 
stage of your life. The National Council on Aging 
recommends older adults eat a variety of foods, 
including lean proteins, fruits and vegetable, whole 
grains, and low-fat dairy. It’s alright to occasionally 
enjoy guilty pleasures, so long as your diet is balanced 
with healthy options as well.

The earlier you establish healthy eating habits, the easier 
it will be to continue those behaviors as you age. For 
more information, visit www.homeinstead.com/care-
resources/#SeniorHealthWellbeing.

Submitted by:
Cindy Hill

Home Care Consultant
Home Instead 

618-234-7640 office

618-975-3388 cell

Maintaining a nutritious diet is no easy task, but for many, eating well 
becomes even trickier as we get older. Add in medications that require 
dietary changes or chronic health conditions, and it’s no wonder some lose 
track of a healthy eating routine or experience fluctuations in weight. By 
prioritizing nutrient-rich foods, we can strengthen our minds and immune 
systems, while also preventing illness down the road. Below are some 
common myths on healthy eating habits for individuals 65 and older.
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View more resources and information on our website: OfallonChamber.com/health-and-wellness-resources/

https://teamreferralnetwork.com/
https://ofallonchamber.com/health-and-wellness-committee-resources/
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Battery Donation Program – Help Save a Life

O’Fallon Fire Rescue remains committed to ensuring 
every resident has at least one working smoke and 
carbon monoxide detector in their home.   Each year, 
OFR encounters numerous detectors that lack working 
batteries in them.   As a result, OFR installs hundreds 
of batteries in residential smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors to ensure families in our community are safe 
and protected.   

We are blessed to serve a community that supports its 
fire department above and beyond what others in the 
region experience.  Desserts and other food & gifts are 
routinely dropped off at our stations in appreciation for 
what our volunteer firefighters do for the community.   
While we love these delicious treats, consider donating a 
pack or two of batteries to the department.   Your battery 
donations would allow the department to protect other 
families in the community.          
   
We are in specific need of Duracell or Energizer brand 9 
volt batteries.   

State Extends Driver’s License and ID 
Card Expiration Dates until January 
1, 2022

Shared from IllinoisRestaurants.org
 
Restaurants and bars should be advised that Illinois 
Secretary of State Jesse White recently announced that 
expiration dates for driver’s licenses and ID cards have 
been extended an additional five months — from Aug. 1, 
2021, to Jan. 1, 2022.
 
The new Jan. 1, 2022 extension also includes expiration 
dates that will occur between July and December of this 
year. As a result, expired driver’s licenses and ID cards 
will remain valid until Jan. 1, 2022 so customers do not 
need to rush into Driver Services facilities, especially 
during hot weather.
 
As a reminder, the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security has extended the federal REAL ID
deadline to May 3, 2023.
 
Click here to read more or visit Cyber Drive Illinois.

http://www.memhospeast.com/
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/news/2021/june/210628d1.pdf
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MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
COVID hasn’t slowed down our military affairs committee. 
They’ve been busy finding ways to support Scott AFB and 
our local veterans. 

The committee put together 
welcome bags for our newly 
assigned airmen in the Scott 
AFB dorms. Thanks, Susan 
Schultz, Webster University, 
for donating these amazing 
soft-sided coolers to be used 
as the welcome bag. Susan 
is the chair of our military 
affairs committee. The bags 

are given to these new airmen in the dorm. This may 
even be their first duty assignment and their first time 
away from home.  There’s items in there so they don’t 
have to rush to the store as soon as they get here. We 
loaded them up with toiletry and cleaning items and 
a few goodies to eat. Susan, 
Debbie, and Kenric Lynn 
(Local Noon) put together the 
items for the bags. Our goal 
was to give them things they 
could really use. Thanks to 
Memorial Hospital and HSHS 
– St. Elizabeth’s Hospital for 
the sponsorship to purchase 
these items. 

There was another 
military appreciation 
day at the July 24th Vine 
Street Market. Committee 
members were handing 
our market bucks to those 
(active, guard, reserve, or 
retired) veterans with a 

military ID card. They handed out 
just short of $500 worth of market 
bucks to be used that day with the 
market vendors. Win-Win for the 
market and the veterans! We have 
another military appreciation 
market day scheduled for Sep 
25th. 

Also on July 24th, Chamber 
President Cindy Helmkamp 
presented an award for 
Heritage at VFW Post 805’s 
100th year anniversary.  
Cindy’s comments included, 
“VFW Post 805 has a long 
history of being community 
supporters. We are proud of 

our partnership with the VFW. They have been active 
with our Leadership program and have been pivotol in 
the success of our military affairs committee, whether 
it be providing for the airmen in the base dorms, our 
past Salute to Scott events, and really anything we do 
in association with Scott AFB. They were also involved 
in our recent job fair. The VFW is also an active partner 
in the Downtown District, which is also part of our 
Chamber of Commerce. The men and women of this 
VFW post don’t just support events in name, they are 
there in person working hard to get the job done. We 
are so proud of the things VFW Post 805 has done in 
our community and for our veterans. Much of it is 
accomplished quietly and few know about it. We are 
happy to be here with you today to let everyone know 
just how amazing the men and women of post 805 
have been and are. I’d like to give you this plaque in 
recognition of 100 years of hard work supporting our 
veterans. Here’s to another 100!”

We’re still doing good things!

The Sgt. Charles 
A. Fricke VFW 
Post 805 and the 
Post 805 Auxiliary 
will be hosting 
a Veteran's 
Day parade 
on Thursday, 
November 11, 
2021. This parade 
has been a 
landmark in the 

city of O'Fallon for over 40 years, and we would like 
you to be a part of this national observance with us! 

Parade line up is at 12:30 p.m. at O’Fallon Park (on 
the corner of East 5th street and South Hilgard. The 

parade will step off at 2 p.m. and 
will conclude at the VFW post on 
West 1st Street. A free meal will be 
served by the VFW following the 
parade for those that participate.

Fill out the Registration form or 
contact:

Karen Ridge, VFW Post 805 Senior 
Vice
or 
Marcia Crawford, VFW Post 805 Auxiliary Senior 
Vice.
Vetdayparade805@gmail.com | (618) 581-8402

VFW Post 805 Veterans Day Parade is seeking participants for the November 11, 2021 event

   
 

 
Please fill out the form and return it to: 

 
SGT. CHARLES A FRICKE 

VFW POST 805 
221 W FIRST STREET 
O'FALLON, IL, 62269 

 
ATTN: Veteran Day Parade 

 
Or email to: vetdayparade805@gmail.com 

 
 

ORGANIZATION___________________________________________ 
 
TYPE OF PARADE ENTRY (Please check as appropriate) 
 
Float____ Marching Unit____ Musical Unit_______ 
 
Motor Vehicle____ Other_____ 
 
Number of Units_____ Number of People in each Unit_______ 
 
City__________________ State____ Zip Code_______ 
 
Telephone_________-___________-_______ 
 
Point of Contact______________________________ 
 
Email address _______________________________ 
 
Please Sign__________________________ Title_____________________  
 
Date________ 

https://files.constantcontact.com/9fe303bb001/34ac17ce-7578-4a3c-8c6c-c0257f22a389.pdf
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Contact
Lisa Gaffney
Senior Account Executive
Based in O’Fallon, IL

l.gaffney@henricksen.com
217.299.7769 

henricksen.com
henricksen.store

We specialize in:

An industry leading 
contract furniture dealer

We furnish high-performance spaces.

With 7 offices nationwide, Henricksen has partnerships with more than 400 manufacturers 
to provide contract-grade furniture and architectural product for any environment.

• Automotive
• Banking
• Casinos + 

Hospitality
• Community 

Centers
• Government 
• Healthcare 
• Industrial
• Higher 

Education
• K12 

Education

• Libraries
• Law Firms
• Life Sciences
• Non-Profit
• Offices 
• Professional 

Service Firms
• Senior Living
• Stadiums + 

Arenas
• Technology + 

Media

For More 
Information

  K-12   Higher Ed

  Healthcare   Office

Core services:
• Design + 

Product 
Specification

• Project 
Management

• Nationwide 
Service + 
Account 
Management

• Installation 
Services

• Move 
Management

• Warehousing
• Inventory 

+ Asset 
Management

• Standards 
Program

• Maintenance
• Refinishing + 

Refurbishing

https://www.henricksen.com/
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Why is it always, “Make sure you go to college,” and 
never “Make sure you go to trade school?”

Most high school students are funneled into two- or 
four-year universities. Little thought is given to other 
paths toward adulthood, and schools and parents often 
fail to present alternative options.

The allure of a college degree has tarnished the 
reputation of trade schools.

COVID-19 hammered most professional sectors but 
many trade jobs saw double or triple growth. During the 
economic downturn, trade labor continued expanding 
despite a volatile world. The pandemic revealed just 
how much rests upon the shoulders of skilled trade 
workers.

For students who may not know what they want to do, or 
if they merely want to try something other than college, 
trade school offers promise. Many trade workers collect 
far higher salaries than college-educated young adults 

and, in some other countries, trade school is popular 
and encouraged.

One reason high school conversations rarely gravitate 
to trade school is, in part, because of the stigma that 
comes with not attending college. But forgoing college 
does not equate to failure; in some cases it means better 
pay and better work-life balance down the line.

We should advocate for pursuing trade school just as 
vocally as we praise the college-bound.

The assumption today is that, without college, you won’t 
secure a job that pays well enough to live comfortably 
or raise a family. But pursuing a traditional college 
degree should not be presented as an ultimatum or sole 
option because it stigmatizes other paths which may be 
just as viable.

We should advocate for trade schools just as 
much as college, especially after a pandemic

BY Phil Rosen
https://www.uscannenbergmedia.com/2021/07/02/we-should-advocate-for-trade-schools

B U S I N E S S  T R A C K  A R T I C L E

https://www.uscannenbergmedia.com/2021/07/02/we-should-advocate-for-trade-schools-just-as-much-as-college-especially-after-a-pandemic/?fbclid=IwAR1gzL945TX4VjrC2sT9Pn_1AOzvasf97HtxDpXvorxwFR9kTCLiSXT3EDc
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Forcing students — or telling them they have only 
one viable path to follow — to subject themselves and 
their families to the cost of education is troublesome. 
College does not make the most sense for everyone. 
The upfront investment is high (college tuition has 
increased 213% in the last 30 years) and returns are 
not guaranteed.

Underemployment is a measure that determines if an 
individual is working in a job they are overqualified 
for. For college grads, the underemployment rate is 
nearly 50%.

While college does not shield you from potentially 
working low-wage, physically demanding and labor-
intensive jobs, the glowing adulation of a degree 
makes it seem like it could. What’s more, trade and 
skilled labor jobs fail to capture the attention or respect 
of those who attend college.

Jobs that do not require a four-year degree — such 
as industrial, construction or service trades — still 
demand highly skilled, competent and effective 
individuals. More dangerous trade jobs, such as those 
in the fishing industry or coal miners, pay far better 
than some white-collar jobs and ask applicants for 
skills rather than experience.

Mike Rowe made a name for himself by hosting the TV 
show, “Dirty Jobs.” He traveled the country working 
trade jobs. Plumbers, electricians, brick layers, fishers 
and innumerable other skilled workers had Rowe join 
in on their work, leaving him impressed and humbled.

Many of these workers were happy and 
entrepreneurial, with families and a healthy work-life 
balance — and many did not attend college.

Rowe’s program illustrates how unfairly trade jobs 
are stigmatized and then avoided in favor of a college 
degree.

“Our crumbling infrastructure, our widening skills 
gap, the disappearance of vocational education, and 
the stratospheric rise in college tuition—these are not 
problems,” Rowe writes on his website. “These are 
symptoms of what we value. And right now, we have 
to reconnect the average American with the value of 

a skilled workforce. Only then, will the next 
generation aspire to do the work at hand.”

Student loan debt continues to pile up every 
year (though the Biden administration may 
address this) and young adults continue to 
pursue higher-ed. At the same time, millions of 
trade jobs across the country wait to be filled, 
but there are too few skilled trade workers who 
can fill them.

College is a wonderful experience, but it should 
not be promoted at the expense of trade schools 
and skilled labor jobs. A Washington State 
auditor report found that hiring managers in 
the skilled labor market cannot find enough 
employees — even despite generous starting-
salaries.

Among other things, the report suggested 
career guidance for high schoolers and middle 
schoolers that focused on alternatives to the 
university path.

Finding a trade or undertaking an apprenticeship 
can pay dividends when compared to the cost 
of a four-year degree (and 59% of students 
take five years to graduate anyway). Most 
certifications from a trade school cost a fraction 
of what a single semester may cost at a brand-name 
university, and they take far less time to acquire.

Further, those with a technical education enjoy a 
higher chance of employment compared to those with 
academic training, according to the U.S. Department 
of Education.

At the very least, these options should be given more 
consideration than they currently are.

The next time you see a high school student, think 
twice about asking them what college they plan to 
attend.

Try asking them if they’ve thought about trade school.

https://www.
familyhandy-
man.com/
article/trade-
school-vs-col-
lege/

BUSINESS TRACK ARTICLE

https://ofallonchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/tradevschool.jpg
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Join us for our 24th Annual Golf Tournament on September 14, 2021 
at Far Oaks Golf Club.

We need for goodie bags donations! Promo items, sunscreen, 
cooling towels, golf items, etc.

See who our sponsors are or sign up on our website: OFallonChamber.com/golf2021

SEPTEMBER 14, 2021

Sign up 
or Register 

Today!

https://ofallonchamber.com/golf2021/
https://ofallonchamber.com/golf2021/
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Ribbon Cutting | Healing Centered Counseling
4933 Benchmark Centre Drive Suite E Swansea IL 62226

Ribbon Cutting | CliftonLarsonAllen
475 Regency Park , Suite 175 O’Fallon ,IL 62269

Ribbon Cutting | 1st National Bank of Waterloo
4101 N Illinois St, Swansea, IL 62226

Ribbon Cutting | Keystone Place at Richland Creek
1050 Fountain Lakes Dr, O’Fallon, IL 62269

Ribbon Cuttings

Healing Centered Counseling offers a safe, non-judgement space to explore thoughts, 
feelings, boundaries, fantasies, fears and desires in the presence of a skilled clinician. This 
practice is inclusive and welcoming to all.

Check out the Ribbon Cutting video and photos on our website: https://ofallonchamber.com/
ribbon-cutting-healing-centered-counseling to learn more about them!

CliftonLarsonAllen is an industry-focused wealth advisory, outsourcing, audit, tax, and 
consulting service. From Startup through Succession, private businesses, public companies, 
governments, and nonprofits can benefit from CLA professional services.    

View all the images from the ribbon cutting on our website:  https://ofallonchamber.com/
ribbon-cutting-cliftonlarsonallen

On July 28, 2021, First National Bank of Waterloo held a ribbon cutting ceremony to 
mark the opening of its 13th banking center which is located in Swansea at 4101 North 
Illinois Street.  First National Bank of Waterloo is a community bank that has been 
serving local communities since 1912.

Keystone Place at Richland Creek includes 64 independent living apartments, 66 
traditional assisted living apartments and 19 memory care apartments. The new senior 
living community has generated a tremendous amount of interest since opening its doors 
for occupancy in February. As a straight rental retirement community, Keystone Place at 
Richland Creek does not require a large entrance fee, buy-in or long-term commitment. 
The community features a variety of spacious studio, one and two bedroom/two bathroom 
apartment homes.

Check out the Ribbon Cutting video and photos on our website: https://ofallonchamber.com/
ribbon-cutting-keystone-place-at-richland-creek to learn more about them!

The O'Fallon Police Department puts out a monthly The O'Fallon Police Department puts out a monthly 
newsletter with great community information.newsletter with great community information.

  Click to open the full newsletterClick to open the full newsletter..

https://ofallonchamber.com/ribbon-cutting-healing-centered-counseling/
https://ofallonchamber.com/ribbon-cutting-healing-centered-counseling/
https://ofallonchamber.com/ribbon-cutting-cliftonlarsonallen/
https://ofallonchamber.com/ribbon-cutting-cliftonlarsonallen/
https://ofallonchamber.com/ribbon-cutting-keystone-place-at-richland-creek/
https://ofallonchamber.com/ribbon-cutting-keystone-place-at-richland-creek/
https://ofallonchamber.com/newsletter/elements/NWAugust2021.pdf
https://ofallonchamber.com/newsletter/elements/NWAugust2021.pdf


M O N T H LY  C A L E N D A R 
August

20212021

COMING TO THE HOSPITAL?
KNOW WHERE TO GO:

EMERGENCY 
CARE

Anyone in need of 
emergent health care 

Support persons with 
an emergency 
patient

ENTER HERE:

PRE-PROCEDURE
COVID 

TESTING 
ONLY

For patients pre-
scheduled to receive 
a COVID-19 test 

Drive thru at Main 
entrance and follow 
signs 

ENTRANCE CLOSED 
TO VISITORS & OUTPATIENTS

ENTER HERE:

OUTPATIENT 
SERVICES

Walk-in and scheduled 
patients for lab, 
imaging or surgery 
procedures

ENTER at 
“OUTPATIENT” sign to 
be screened

Proceed to Registration

VISITORS

Hours: 8AM-8PM

ENTER at 
“OUTPATIENT” sign 
to be screened & 
arm-banded

ENTER HERE:

PHYSICIANS 
OFFICE VISITS

For appointments at the 
O’Fallon Health Center, 
3 St. Elizabeth’s Blvd.

Enter at 
“HEALTH CENTER” sign

Screened in office

ENTER HERE:

&

MASKS ARE MANDATORY PER CDC GUIDELINES

Military Affairs Committee Meeting
3:30 p.m. | Virtual

Ribbon Cutting |Redbird Pediatrics
11:30 a.m. | 793 Sunset Blvd. O'Fallon

Ribbon Cutting |Thrivent Financial - Lisa Vorce
11:30 a.m. | 784 Wall Street, Ste 100D, O'Fallon

Board of Directors Meeting
8:15 a.m. | O'Fallon City Hall, 255 S Lincoln Ave.

Ribbon Cutting |Haven Chiropractic Care
11:30 a.m. | 102 Willow Drive, Ste A, O'Fallon

Business Over Breakfast
8:00 a.m. | Public Safety Building | 285 N. Seven Hills Rd, O'Fallon

24

23

27

12

26

11

12
Restaurant Roulette
11:30 a.m. | A Limited In-person Networking Event

26

Executive Board Meeting
1:15 p.m. | Chamber Depot | 116 E. First Street, O'Fallon

https://www.steliz.org/
http://ofallonchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/military-affairs-committee-meeting-08-12-2021-7171?calendarMonth=2021-08-01
http://ofallonchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/ribbon-cutting-redbird-pediatrics-7402?calendarMonth=2021-08-01
http://ofallonchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/ribbon-cutting-thrivent-financial-lisa-vorce-7396?calendarMonth=2021-08-01
http://ofallonchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/board-of-directors-meeting-08-26-2021-7147?calendarMonth=2021-08-01
http://ofallonchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/ribbon-cutting-haven-chiropractic-care-7406?calendarMonth=2021-08-01
http://ofallonchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/business-over-breakfast-bob-08-27-2021-7219?calendarMonth=2021-08-01
http://ofallonchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/restaurant-roulette-08-19-2021-7390?calendarMonth=2021-08-01
http://ofallonchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/executive-board-meeting-08-23-2021-7195?calendarMonth=2021-08-01
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
What is restaurant roulette?
You sign up to join us for lunch on the appointed date/
time.
We'll use our virtual roulette wheel to determine where 
you eat and who you eat with!
You're randomly assigned a restaurant (we''ll let you 
know the day before where you're eating).
You'll find out who your lunch partners are (3 other 
chamber members) when you show up to eat!
This is a way to support local restaurants and get a 
chance to network!

RSVP Today!RSVP Today!

RSVP Today!RSVP Today!

August 12, 2021
11:30 a.m.

The Happy Bakery
1st Street Lounge
McAlister's Deli
Shooter's Bar & BBQ

1818 Chophouse O'Fallon
Sybergs O'Fallon
The Weingarten
The Coffeehouse Company

Gia's Pizza
Bella Milano O'Fallon
La Casa Mexicana Restaurant
Peel Wood Fired Pizza & Brewery

As we transition back to in-person events, we will follow all current CDC guidelines. 
Please be patient and understanding with us, and with your fellow members as we 
all navigate the "new normal."

August 12,

https://www.steliz.org/
http://ofallonchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/restaurant-roulette-08-19-2021-7390?calendarMonth=2021-08-01
http://ofallonchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/business-over-breakfast-bob-08-27-2021-7219?calendarMonth=2021-08-01
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1st National Bank of Waterloo
Associated Bank
Auffenberg Dealer Group
Bank of Belleville
Bank of O’Fallon
Belleville News Democrat
BOS Metro East Banking Center
Busey Bank
C&C Sports
Cambridge House O’Fallon
Cambridge Capital Management, LLC
Carrollton Bank
Catholic Community Credit Union
Central Bank of St. Louis
Clete’s, Inc.
Clinton Manor Living Center
Commerce Bank
Country Estate Kennel
CSL Plasma
Dierbergs Markets Inc.
Discount Storage
Drury Inn & Suites
Farmers & Merchants National Bank
FCB O’Fallon Bank
First Bank
First Community Credit Union

SALUTE TO OUR STAR INVESTORS

one Star Investors

two Star Investors

Gateway Metro Federal Credit Union
GEICO Local Office
GCS Credit Union
Guaranteed Rate
Hancock Irrigation Services, Inc.
Hilton Garden Inn
Holland Construction Services
Illinois American Water
Jack Schmitt Cadillac of O’Fallon
Jack Schmitt Chevrolet of O’Fallon
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel, LLP
Keystone Place at Richland Creek
Klein’s Brand Source
Korte & Luitjohan Contractors, Inc.
La Casa Mexicana of O’Fallon
Lashley Animal Hospital
Lincoln Surgical Associates, Ltd.
Lucky Dog Barks and Recreation
Marcus O’Fallon 15
Merrill Lynch | Woody Gray
Mid America Oral Surgery Center
Morrison Plumbing, Heating and Air
Jennifer Mueller Memorial Foundation
Navy Federal Credit Union
O’Fallon Progress/Command Post
O’Fallon Shiloh Towing

OST Container
Parkway Lakeside Apartments
PNC Bank
Providence Bank
R&W Builders, Inc.
Regency Manor
Regions Bank
Serra Honda of O'Fallon
Schaefer Auto Body Centers
Scott Credit Union
Scott Family Housing
Sigman Heating and Air Conditioning
Simmons Bank
Spectra Graphics
The Lash Lounge Shiloh
The Regency Conference Center
Taylor Roofing
Together Credit Union
Town & Country Bank
TownePlace Suites by Marriott
U.S. Bank
Veterans United Home Loans
Washington University Physicians | 
Pediatric Specialty Care
Webster University
Wisper Internet

https://www.ofallon.org/
https://www.steliz.org/
https://shilohil.org/
https://1818chophouse.com/
https://www.hshsmedicalgroup.org/
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Dr. Vinay Bhooma
HSHS St. Elizabeth's Hospital

Lorraine Cavataio
Sandberg Phoenix & von Gontard P.C. 

Jon Greenstreet
Bike Surgeon

Dan Jackson
Carrollton Bank

Nathan Klitzing
Cambridge Capital Management

Sam Loring
Loring Financial Management
of Raymond James

Kenric Lynn
Local Noon, LLC

Susan Schultz
Webster University

Tony Smallman
BARBER Murphy Group, Inc.

Kevin Welch
1st National Bank of Waterloo

Ex-Officio

Mayor Robert Weilmuenster
Village of Shiloh

Mayor Herb Roach
City of O’Fallon

Mayoral Representative

Brenda Kern
Village of Shiloh

Cindy Helmkamp, President
Together Credit Union

Jeff Dossett, Vice President
Memorial Hospital Belleville | Shiloh

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Executive Board

Board members

Don Barkley
American Red Cross

Debbie Brauer

Christina Carretta
Wisper ISP

Jim Clutter
Ambassador Emeritus

Brett Faulk
Stifel

Jaclyn Gross
Hilton Garden Inn

Erik Huber
Bank of Springfield 

Reneé La Bruyere
Horner & Shiffrin
 
Mary Lynam-Miller
Clinton Manor Living Center

Nathan Parchman
Farmers & Merchants National Bank

Dr. Shelly Severns, DC
Severns Family Chiropractic

Dave Snyder
Rotary Club of O’Fallon

Mieke Taylor
Reach the Meek Marketing. LLC

chamber Ambassadors

Kevin Meder, Treasurer
CliftonLarsonAllen

Raven Trebilcock
Legacy Planning, LLC

Ed True

Justin Ward
1st National Bank of Waterloo

Sheri Welch



In honor of our 75th Anniversary this year we are visiting the rich history of our area with  Brian 
Keller, president of the O'Fallon Illinois Historical Society.  

One of the grandest homes in the Shiloh area was built in 1863 and later converted into an orphan-
age.  It is now a Catholic pastoral center.  Do you know where we are talking about?  Watch this 
month's "A Look Back" video and find out!

Watch these videos on our website:  OFallonChamber.com/75anniversary and Like us on Facebook 
for upcoming videos.

A Look Back With Brian Keller
Celebrating the Chamber's 75th Anniversary

Our June news letter Sponsor is:
O'Fallon YMCA

O’Fallon-Shiloh Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 371
116 E. First Street
O’Fallon, IL 62269
www.OFallonChamber.com

Services: Maps: First one is free, each additional is $1

https://ofallonchamber.com/75anniversary/
https://www.facebook.com/ofallonshilohchamber
https://gwrymca.org/locations/ofallon-illinois-ymca
https://ofallonchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/glenaddie.mp4
https://ofallonchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/ShilohMethodist.mp4



