
November 2011 
11-8 Education Committee 

10 a.m. 

District 90 Superintendent’s Office 

O’Fallon 
 

11-9 Member Lunch 

11:45 a.m. 

 Knights of Columbus Hall 

O’Fallon 

 

11-10 Military Affairs Committee 

3:30 p.m., Depot 

 

11-13 Electronic Recycling 

10 a.m.—4 p.m. 

TheBANK of Edwardsville 

1177 N. Greenmount  Rd., O’Fallon 

 

11-14 Executive Board Meeting 

7:30 a.m., Depot 

 

11-16 Board Meeting 

7:30 a.m., Depot 

 

11-16 Member Services 

8:45 a.m., Depot 

 

11-17 Economic Development 

Committee 

7:30 a.m., Depot 

 

11-18 Business Over Breakfast 

7:30 a.m. 

Public Safety Building 

285 N. Seven Hills Road 

 

11-24 Office Closed (Thanksgiving) 

 

11-25 Office Closed (Family Day) 

 

11-29 Business After Hours 

5—7 p.m. 

Klein’s Brand Source 

10338 Lincoln Trail, Fairview Heights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                

Annual “Ask the Schools” Breakfast 

The O’Fallon—Shiloh Chamber of Commerce Annual “Ask the Schools” Breakfast 

was held October 13th at the Public Safety Building.  Moderator John Coers of the 

Chamber of Commerce Education Committee introduced several O'Fallon-Shiloh 

private and public area school superintendents.  Each spoke briefly on how they're 

preparing students for OUR future and how trends in education affect and impact 

the business community. They were also on hand to answer questions about 

"what's going on in their schools."  Thank you to Jackye Biehl, Grace Schooley, Dr. 

Todd Koehl, Pat Anderson, Jennifer Filyaw, and Dr. Darcy Benway for their par-

ticipation.  A special thank you to Espresso on Demand for providing coffee, tea, 

and cocoa.   See more photos on page 2.   
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Jackye Biehl, First Baptist Academy Grace Schooley, Discovery Pre-School 

Dr. Todd Koehl, District 90 Superintendent 

discussed Senate Bill 7 Teacher Reform. 

Dr. Darcy Benway, District 203 Superintendent 

discussed PARCC (Partnership for the 

Assessment of Readiness for College and 

Careers) Assessments. 

Pat Anderson, Central School District 104 

Superintendent praised School District 

Jennifer Filyaw, Shiloh School District 85  

Superintendent covered Common Core Stan-

dards. 
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The O'Fallon-Shiloh Chamber of Commerce is forming a number of small interest groups. The first group to be formed 

is one dealing with Scott AFB Interaction.  This group will meet quarterly, (sometime during the first month of each 

quarter), 8 - 9  a.m. (continental breakfast to be provided), at the Shiloh Senior Center.   

Because this is a small group, we are limiting membership to 20-25 members.  We're looking to see who is interested in 

being part of this group. 

 We're working with Scott AFB to provide speakers for this series of discussions.  This will be in an informal setting with 

networking, discussion, question, and answer time.   

The series includes:  Public Affairs Overview, Contracting, Base Commercial Sponsorship Program, Airman & Family 

Readiness Center, Recruiting, and Military Affairs Committee.  If, as the series progresses, the group decides an addi-

tional topic is needed, we'll work to have it included in the series.   

Our first discussion in the series will kick off in January.  More specifics to come.   

If you're interested in being part of this small group, please let us know soonest. 

Rick R. Parks joined TheBANK of Edwardsville as Sen-

ior Vice President of the Commercial Banking Group on 

Thursday, October 20. Parks, who has 25 years of bank-

ing and financial experience, will be responsible for the 

oversight of commercial banking in all of TheBANK of 

Edwardsville’s markets. 

“I know the reputation TheBANK of Edwardsville has of 

offering the best banking services while being a great 

community citizen in all the areas it serves,” said Parks. 

“I’m excited to become a part of the 143-year legacy 

TheBANK has as the leading financial institution in the 

area.” 

Parks most recently served as Regional President of Cen-

true Bank in Fairview Heights, where he was responsible 

for overall strategic planning, management and sales pro-

duction of the southern Illinois region for the past seven 

years.  He began his professional career as a Commercial 

Loan Analyst at First Trust and Savings Bank in 

Kankakee in 1987 after earning a Bachelor of Science de-

gree in Finance from Olivet Nazarene University. He 

earned an MBA from St. Louis University in 1992. 

“I’ve had the pleasure of knowing Rick for nearly 20 

years.  He will be a great fit here and a tremendous asset 

to TheBANK and its customers,” said Thomas E. Hollo-

way, President and CEO of TheBANK of Edwardsville. 

“His professional experience and his personal commit-

ment to community service are second to none, and we’re 

thrilled to welcome him to TheBANK of Edwardsville 

family.” 

Parks currently volunteers or serves on the board of 

seven community organizations including: Good Shep-

herd Ministries in East St. Louis; Belleville Optimist Club; 

Leadership Council of Southwestern Illinois; Boy Scout 

Pack 49; O’Fallon-Shiloh Chamber of Commerce; First 

Church of the Nazarene; and the Metro-East Fellowship 

of Christian Athletes. 

He is a past board member of the Masterworks Chorale, 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwestern Illinois, The Boy 

Scouts of America and the YMCA of Southwestern Illi-

nois as well as a past member of the O’Fallon Noon Ro-

tary Club, Mascoutah Noon Lion’s Club and Leadership 

Belleville. 

Being actively involved in the community is important to 

Parks and one of the reasons he was drawn to TheBANK 

of Edwardsville.  “TheBANK’s well-earned reputation of 

tireless community service is outstanding,” he said. “I 

believe being part of a community is more than just liv-

ing and working there. It’s also doing your part to make 

your community a better place.” 

Parks lives in O’Fallon, IL with his wife, Trisha.  They 

have three children. 

serves. 

For more information about TheBANK of Edwardsville, 

please visit www.4thebank.com. 

http://www.4thebank.com/
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Board of Directors 
Executive Board 

 
Rick Parks, President 

TheBANK of Edwardsville 
 

John Coers 
Interim Vice President 

O’Fallon School District 90 
 

Doug Distler, Treasurer 
First Bank 

 

Board Members 
 

Wayne Barber 
BARBER Murphy Group, Inc. 

 
Ruth Holmes 

Memorial Hospital 
 

Jessica Lotz 
Family Physicians of O’Fallon 

 
Paula Matthews-Nixon 

Ameren 
 

Kim Sabella 
Wolfersberger Funeral Home 

 
Jason Spengler 

The Spengler Company 
 

Russ Thoman 
Thoman Insurance Agency, 

LLC 
 

Brenda Wagner 
PNC Mortgage 

 
Mike Zalocusky 

Allegra 
Marketing-Print-Mail 

Ex-Officio 

Mayor Gary Graham 
City of O’Fallon 

 
Mayor James A. Vernier, II 

Village of Shiloh 

Mayoral Representatives 
 

Pam Funk 
City of O’Fallon 

 
Brenda Kern 

Village of Shiloh 

Chamber’s Newest Members 

**You may see a slight change in your member dues for 2012.  The O’Fallon-Shiloh 

Chamber of Commerce hasn’t made any significant changes to our dues schedule in 

over 5 years.  The benefits you receive as a member have increased during this time, 

but we’ve not increased our dues. Most member categories will see an increase of $5-

$10.  We plan to continue to increase the benefits we provide you, as a member, and 

we believe we’ll be able to do so with this very small increase.  

Bill Blair 

2650 Piper Hills Drive 

Belleville, IL 62221 

618-670-3900 

Wtblair2@gmail.com 

www.voteforbillblair.com 

Referred by John West 

 

Mike’s Automotive 

Pete Papachrisanthou 

1150 St. Louis Rd. 

Collinsville, IL 62234 

618-345-0611 

pete@mikesautomotive.net 

www.mikesautomotive.net 

Referred by Rick Parks  

 

WLS Consulting 

Wendy L Syncer, MA 

10100 State Route 4 

Lebanon, IL 62254 

618-531-0080 

wsyncer@wlsconsulting.com 

www.wlsconsulting.com 

Referred by Dane Harris 

Voyage to Success 

Richard J. Avdoian 

206 Oxford Avenue 

Fairview Heights, IL 62208 

618-397-3207 

Richard@richardavdoian.com 

www.richardavdoian.com 

Referred by Howard Reiniger 

 

Coldwell Banker Nester Realty 

Claire Leopold/Phyllis Nester 

1207 Frank Scott Parkway, Ste 300 

Shiloh, IL 62269 

618-624-0400 

nesterrealty@att.net 

www.nesterrealty.com 
 

Coldwell Banker Nester Realty 

Dennis Feist 

1207 Thouvenot Lane, Ste 300 

Shiloh, IL 62269 

618-698-3212 

Dennis-feist@charter.net 

www.metrohomefinder.com 

Referred by Pat Feist 

mailto:Wtblair2@gmail.com
http://www.voteforbillblair.com
mailto:pete@mikesautomotive.net
http://www.mikesautomotive.net
mailto:wsyncer@wlsconsulting.com
http://www.wlsconsulting.com
mailto:Richard@richardavdoian.com
http://www.richardavdoian.com
mailto:nesterrealty@att.net
http://www.nesterrealty.com
mailto:Dennis-feist@charter.net
http://www.metrohomefinder.com


(618) 632-3377  
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Chamber 
Ambassadors 

OFallonChamber.com/Ambassadors 

Don Barkley 
American Red Cross 

Eileen Blackburn 
Premier Designs Jewelry 

Debbie Brauer 
Collision Plus Auto Body   

Repair Center 

Pastor Joel Catlin 
1st UMC/ Milburn Crossing 

Jim Clutter - JIMAR 

Coach Allen Dorsey—ADD 
Value 

John Drolet - Alderman; 
Gifts for Individuals 

 
Brett Faulk— Stifel Nicolas 

Shirley Frost 
Adventures in Cuisine 

Dane Harris 
Harris Photography & Design 

Shelly Kohrmann 
Regions Bank 

Kim Margherio 
Hospice of Southern Illinois 

Dr. Shane May, DC 
May Chiropractic 

Howard Reiniger - Allegra 
Marketing-Print-Mail 

Matt Smallheer 
Tye-Dyed Iguana 

Dave Snyder 
Rotary Club of O’Fallon 

Lindsay Steely 
Diel & Forguson Financial 

Group 

Ed True - Alderman 

Larry Veale 
Ambassador Emeritus 

Linette Warnecke 
Commerce Bank 

 
Sheri Welch 

Sheri Welch insurance 

Chamber of Commerce www.ofallonchamber.com 

Debbie Arell-Martinez 
Executive Director 
director@ofallonchamber.com 

Doris Obernuefemann 
Assistant Director 
chamber@ofallonchamber.com 

Cathleen Klusek 
Marketing & Communications 
Manager 

October Member Renewals 

Autumn Allen, Intern 

Far Oaks Golf Club, LLC 

Four Hearts Foundation, Inc. 

Holistic Health & Wellness 

John West 

Judy Dempcy Homes 

Lewis and Clark Council, Boy Scouts of 

America 

Quality Inn 

Realtors Association of Southwestern IL 

Sport Clips 

The Lowery Group-Northwestern 

Mutual Financial 

Wisper ISP, Inc. 

World Finance Corporation 

Steven Mueller Florist invites you to their Annual Open House on 

Saturday,      November 12th from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. and Sunday, Novem-

ber 13th from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Enjoy extended holiday hours beginning 

November 14th through December 23rd.  Monday – Friday hours will 

be 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Steven Mueller Florist 

is located at 101 West First Street, O’Fallon. 

Memorial Hospital is hosting an open house designed to increase your diabetes 

management skills. Sugar and Spice and Everything Diabetes will be held on Monday, 

November 14, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Memorial Health Education Center, 706 East 

Highway 50, O’Fallon.  

The evening will feature informational booths that address the following diabetes-

related topics: how to cope; taking medication; problem solving; reducing risks; 

healthy eating; remaining active and monitoring your diabetes. The event is free 

and open to the public. Light refreshments will be served.   

OPEN HOUSE INVITATIONS! 
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Shirley Frost operates Adventures in Cuisine from her 

home and offers 3 hour cooking classes for 6-10 people. 

Shirley has pursued a life long passion for food, nutri-

tion, innovative cooking and presentation and creating 

the ideal dining experience. Shirley taught courses in 

Oakton VA from 1994 until moving to O Fallon, IL in 

1998. She has taught classes in her home since 1998 and is 

currently conducting 1 hour healthy cooking demonstra-

tions at the YMCA in O’Fallon, IL Each class in her home 

focuses on a complete menu.  The teaching part lasts 

about two hours.  Then you make up your own plate, go 

into the dining room and enjoy a complete meal. Classes 

normally start at 10:00 A.M. and, by 11:00, hors d’ oeu-

vres are provided for the students.  You should be enjoy-

ing the entrée by noon.  (See webpages.charter.net/

cuisinef/ for class descriptions and how to organize a 

class.) 

All Grins 4 Kids provides a positive dental experience for 

children from birth to 18 years that will help children 

enjoy optimal dental health for a lifetime.  Each child is 

recognized as a unique person with their own needs.  All 

Grins 4 Kids encourages active participation in the visit 

by asking questions about school, hobbies, friends or 

anything special they would like to share.  Before proce-

dures are started, Dr. Drum and staff show and tell the 

child what they are going to do so that the child has as 

idea of what to expect during each appointment.  They 

will answer the child's questions about their treatment to 

allay any anxieties or misconceptions he/she may 

have.  This relaxed approach helps the child have a posi-

tive visit. 

All Grins 4 Kids’ goal at each visit is to educate the pa-

tients and their caregivers about maintaining healthy 

mouths and teeth. 

Dr. Deryl Drum served as a pediatric dentist in the 

UASF, retiring in 1991.  He has maintained a private 

practice since then, first in Swansea and moving to Shiloh 

in 2009. 
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Send your news to  

chamber@ofallonchamber.com 

Senior Services Plus would like to 

welcome on Justin Jaffry as their new 

Marketing Associate at Senior Ser-

vices Plus. 

“This is a really exciting opportunity 

for me.  I am excited to get to work, 

and use my knowledge and skills to 

make a difference.” 

Justin graduated from Saint Louis 

University in St. Louis.  At Saint 

Louis University Justin majored in 

business and minored in urban af-

fairs.  Saint Louis University is lo-

cated in midtown St. Louis.  Justin 

also spent one semester studying 

abroad in Madrid, Spain.  He com-

pleted his degree in four years and 

earned a Bachelor of Sciences in 

Business Administration.  During his 

time at Saint Louis University Justin 

participated in many extracurricular 

activities including: Internship at 

Northwestern Mutual, Advertising 

Club, Public Relations Club, Service 

Leadership, and Work Study. 

Justin addition will bring more: crea-

tivity, knowledge, and team work to 

the Senior Services Plus marketing 

department.  His education at Saint 

Louis University will provide profes-

sional knowledge about marketing 

Senior Services Plus.  

“I believe that my education and ex-

perience has prepared me for this 

opportunity.  I look forward to 

working with Senior Services Plus to 

further the company’s mission.” 
  

Memorial Medical Group is pleased 

to welcome Dr. Mariam Chowdhry, 

D.O., a physiatrist, to their medical 

staff. Dr. Chowdhry specializes in 

physical medicine and rehabilitation. 

As a physiatrist, Dr. Chowdhry is an 

expert in nerves, muscles and bones 

and able to treat injuries and ill-

nesses that affect how you move. 

This field of medicine treats injuries 

and diseases with surgery as a last 

resort. Services provided by Dr. 

Chowdhry include: non-operative 

treatment of generalized aches and 

joint pain; help for numbness and 

tingling in hands and feet; help for 

neck pain shooting into arms or 

low back pain shooting into legs; 

post stroke rehab care; custom  

orthotics for 

shoes;  

amputees 

who need 

assistance 

with  

prosthetics; 

post brain 

injury care; 

post spinal 

cord injury 

care; treatment for muscle tight-

ness or spasticity and workman’s 

compensation claims. To see if you 

can benefit from the treatment of 

Dr. Chowdhry, call 618-234-4701.  
 

Miche Bag of St. Louis Metro re-

cently donated $1,440 to Cancer 

Support Community of St. Louis, 

MO for their compassionate efforts 

to help cancer survivors and their 

families.  This significant effort is 

the result of the entire team selling 

the various styles of Miche Hope 

shells to their customers and gen-

eral public.  The total amount was 

raised from our donation of $5 for 

each of 288 Hope bags sold with 

the newest design.  The check was 

presented on Monday, October 10, 

2011, when the Cancer Support 

Community hosted their represen-

tative meeting at their Des Peres 

facility.  In March 2011, our team 

donated $1,920 from earlier Hope 

shell proceeds.  This contribution 

culminates in a total of over 

$10,090 donated to cancer research 

and support efforts in the greater St. 

Louis area since the inception of the 

program in 2009.  Their comment 

was, “Once again, thank you to Joyce 

and Mike Cannon and the Miche 

representatives!”   Read the “Hope 

Shells” story on page 10. 

 

Sandberg Phoenix & von Gontard 

P.C. is proud to announce that the 

following attorneys have been 

named by the Missouri & Kansas Su-

per Lawyers publication as Super Law-

yers and Rising Stars for 2011. 

Super Lawyers 

Jonathan T. Barton - Personal Injury 

Defense: Products 

Kenneth W. Bean - Personal Injury 

Defense: Medical Malpractice 

Michael W. Forster - Banking 

Peter von Gontard - Personal Injury 

Defense: Products 

Kevin P. Krueger - Personal Injury 

Defense: Products 

G. Keith Phoenix - Personal Injury 

Defense: Products 

Jonathan Ries - Health Care 

John S. Sandberg - Business  

Litigation 

Reed W. Sugg - Personal Injury  

Defense: Products 

Rising Stars 

Jeffrey L. Dunn - Personal Injury 

Defense: Medical Malpractice 

Russell Makepeace - Personal Injury 

Defense: Medical Malpractice 

Stacie Owens - Employment  

Litigation: Defense 

Todd C. Stanton - Personal Injury 

Defense: Products 

Super Lawyers selects attorneys  

using a rigorous, multiphase rating 

process including a statewide nomi-

nation process, peer review by prac-

tice area and independent research 

on candidates. Selections are made 

on an annual, state-by-state basis. 
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Two-Star Investors 

City of O’Fallon 

Village of Shiloh 

Memorial Hospital 

Illinois Small Business Development Center 

 

One-Star Investors 

BOS Metro East Banking Center 

Cambridge Capital Management, LLC 

Catholic Community Credit Union 

Centrue Bank 

Clete’s, Inc. 

Commerce Bank 

Diel & Forguson 

Discount Storage 

Drury Inn & Suites 

Edward Jones Investments - Mark Hansen 

Edward Jones Investments - Dave Kelahan 

Edward Jones Investments - Michael J. Oestereich 

Edward Jones Investments - Jason Stone 

Edward Jones Investments - Todd Stonewater 

First Bank 

Fulford Homes 

Fulford Home Remodeling 

Hilton Garden Inn 

Holland Construction Services 

Jack Schmitt Cadillac of O’Fallon 

Jack Schmitt Chevrolet of O’Fallon 

Klein’s Brand Source 

Navy Federal Credit Union 

NCI Information Systems 

Northrop Grumman 

Office Centers, Inc. 

Outback Steakhouse 

Regions Bank 

Scott Credit Union 

TEK-Systems, Inc. 

TheBANK of Edwardsville 

The Regency Conference Center 

UMB Bank 

US Bank 

Wal-Mart O’Fallon  
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Send your events to  

chamber@ofallonchamber.com 

We are happy to welcome new businesses to O'Fallon and 

Shiloh with a ribbon cutting or ground breaking ceremony. Call 

us at (618)632-3377 for more information or visit our website. 

 Left:  Sadie’s Emporium celebrated their grand open-

ing with a Ribbon Cutting ceremony on October 14th 

on State Street, O’Fallon.  Many treasures can be found 

throughout the store.  Sadie’s Emporium is named after 

their dog, Sadie. 

 

Left:  Sakura Japanese Steakhouse and Sushi Bar 

marked new ownership with a Ribbon Cutting on Octo-

ber 24th.  They treated all who helped them celebrate 

with a full lunch!   

Right:  Shiloh Dog Park celebrated its Grand Opening 

with a Ribbon Cutting ceremony on Saturday, October 

22nd.  Dogs were invited to attend with their human 

friends.  Village of Shiloh Mayor James A. Vernier, II cut 

the ribbon, since none of the dogs attending had oppos-

able thumbs.  
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The "Hope" Shell Story 

 

Miche Bag truly believes the possibilities are endless. 

They are so grateful for the tremendous growth they 

continue to experience and for the incredible individu-

als they associate with who represent their company so 

well each and every day. 

Because of the many blessings they have received 

since the launch of 

Miche® Bag, they often found 

themselves asking, “How can 

we give back?” 

Thanks to the numerous re-

quests they have received over 

the years both from Distribu-

tors and customers, they were 

inspired to create Hope–the 

first Shell with a true cause–to 

aid in the fight against can-

cer. Cancer has an effect on 

every individual, in one way 

or another, and they believe 

that with the release of the se-

ries of Hope Shells and the 

important message they represent, that they have 

found a meaningful way give back to their Miche fam-

ily members and their communities. 

These are the Premium Shells simply called—Hope 

When you first see them, you will notice the designs 

for the various Hope Shells focus on actual quotes col-

lected from many individuals who have been through 

the fight against cancer. When you purchase one, you 

will see a tag attached to your Hope Shell containing a  

Submitted by Joyce Cannon 

 

picture and personalized quote from one of our new  

friends at the Huntsman Cancer Institute (HCI) re-

search center. This facility has been a large part of the 

inspiration of Project Hope, due to its state-of-the-art 

approach to researching and helping individuals in 

their battle against cancer. 

Project Hope is now in its sec-

ond year; and Miche Bag is 

committed to continuing do-

nating a portion of the pro-

ceeds from the sale of every 

Hope Shell to cancer research. 

The Miche Bag team is 100% 

committed to Project Hope. 

We invite you to join us in 

sharing the inspiring message 

Hope has to offer as we strive 

to give back and make a differ-

ence in the fight 

against cancer! 

Over $1,200,000 has been do-

nated collectively nationwide 

since January 2010 from the efforts of Miche Bag dis-

tributors and their corporate offices.   

Locally at Miche Bag of St Louis Metro we donate $5 

for every Hope shell sold.  In just two years our com-

pany has donated over $8000 to local agencies such as 

the Cancer Support Community, Gateway to Hope, 

Relay For Life and Siteman. With these combined ef-

forts approximately $10 for EVERY shell sold goes to 

cancer patients and research!  

The City of O’Fallon will hold a Veteran’s Day observance on Friday, November 

11th at the Veterans’ Monument, 737 East Wesley Drive, O’Fallon at 11 a.m.  The 

guest speaker will be Reverend Jack Swank USMC.  There will be participation 

from the OTHS Chamber Ensemble; OTHS AFJ ROTC; VFW Post 805; Specialist 

Charles J Shaffer U.S. Army; and Miss O’Fallon Leah Wells, in addition to many 

others.  The names of the newly-inscribed veterans will be introduced at this time.  

Veterans are encouraged to wear their medals and decorations that day.  Please 

bring your own lawn chairs.   In case of inclement weather, the ceremony will be 

held at the Public Safety Center at the O’Fallon Police Station.   

Ladies’ Night Out at May Chiropractic!  It’s not every day working women and moms have a night all to themselves, so 

bring a friend, enjoy small appetizers, win door prizes, and see what the women of the community have to offer.  

Some of the vendors that will be here are Heidi’s Handbags, Pampered Chef, Mary Kay, Visalus Nutritional Health, and 

much more. 

*The invitation is extended to all of our female patients at May Chiropractic, Women of the O’Fallon - Shiloh Chamber of Commerce, 

and as many friends as you can bring! 

Date:  December 2, 2011   Time:  5 - 8 pm  Place: May Chiropractic, 715 Lakepointe Centre Dr, Suite 127, O’Fallon, IL   

(618)628-1111 
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